UNO Marmoset Research

TRT: 1:29

Anchor intro: In this family, the parents have a close bond, Dad helps raise the kids and the older siblings take care of the younger ones. But we’re not talking about humans. Mary Jane Bruce reports
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Just like humans, marmosets enjoy a 

snack…

(Nat Snd)

(VO) Marmosets share other social 

characteristics with human families. For 

example, male and female pairs are 

monogamous…and Dad helps take care of 

the kids.

That’s one of the findings in a study of how

hormones affect behavior. 

(SND) The likelihood and the willingness of the father to play an extensive role in parental care is directly related to his testosterone levels. Males that have low testosterone levels are likely to be better fathers, more involved with off-spring care than males with high testosterone levels.

(VO) The research at the University of 

Nebraska at Omaha is supported by the 

National Institutes of Health and the 

National Science Foundation. The study 

combines biology and psychology.

(SND) We think that marmosets and human beings evolved physiology and behavioral solutions to some of the important problems:  producing babies, making sure these babies get enough food so they survive and grow up. And we’re interested in looking at the parallels between human social structure and marmoset social structure and its underlying regulation by physiology.

(VO) The research may also contribute to  

conservation science and the issue of captive 

breeding for this endangered marmoset 

species.

From the University of Nebraska at Omaha, 

I’m Mary Jane Bruce



