Life Saving Bandage

TRT 1:34
Suggested Intro: Casualties on the battlefield are a tragic cost of war. But a new bandage may help prevent some of the deaths that occur before a wounded soldier can be transported to the hospital. Mary Jane Bruce reports.
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 (VO) More than half of deaths on the battlefield occur before a soldier can get to a medical facility. A University of Nebraska-Lincoln scientist is working to stop the bleeding.

(SND) Fifty percent of the deaths actually occur at the site where the soldier was wounded where that soldier bled to death.

(VO) UNL biomedical engineer William Velander says the answer is a life-saving bandage made with fibrinogen, a blood-clotting component derived from human plasma.

(SND) You put the bandage on the wound and apply pressure.

(VO) But it comes with a hefty price tag…as much as 1500-dollars per bandage. Velander has found a way cut the cost. He’s invented a process for producing a cheap and abundant supply of fibrinogen made from the milk of animals.

(SND) Our goal now at the University of Nebraska is to reconstruct the prototype but with a manufacturing process that would allow it to be produced for, say $200 per bandage and using materials that would lower that cost. 

(VO) The result is a bandage inexpensive enough to give to soldiers on the battlefield and paramedics on the nation’s highways.

(SND) That’s another big motivation to do this, not only military applications which is urgent at this moment but just to improve health care in general from bloody surgeries and also accidents that cause catastrophic hemorrhage.

(VO) From the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, I’m Mary Jane Bruce. 




