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WALTER “TED” CARTER, JR., VADM (RET.)
PR IOR I TY  CAND IDATE  FOR  UN IVERS I TY  OF  NEBRASKA  PRES IDENT   

Walter “Ted” Carter, Jr., VADM (Ret.) is the priority candidate to serve as the eighth president of the 

University of Nebraska. Carter was named the priority candidate on Oct. 25 by a unanimous vote of the 

Board of Regents, after earning unanimous support from the 23-member Presidential Search Advisory 

Committee representing faculty, staff, students, business, agriculture and the community. Following a 

30-day public review period, the Board may appoint Carter NU’s president-elect.

Carter is the immediate past superintendent of his alma mater, the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, 

Md., where he served from 2014 to 2019. As superintendent – the Naval Academy’s equivalent 

of a university president – Carter oversaw all functions of the institution, including leadership of 

4,400 students and 1,500 faculty and staff, management of a $500 million budget, and oversight of 

academics, facilities, admissions and policy.

Under his leadership, the Naval Academy’s Class of 2019 achieved a record-high graduation rate of 

90% and the academy was ranked the nation’s No. 1 public university by Forbes Magazine. Carter 

significantly advanced diversity and inclusion; white men are no longer the majority of the student body 

for the first time in the academy’s 173-year history. He also formed the nation’s first accredited cyber 

operations major and accredited a nuclear engineering major.

Prior to joining the Naval Academy, Carter was president of the U.S. Naval War College in Newport, 

R.I., from 2013 to 2014, where he led 1,600 resident students, 100,000-plus distance education 

students and 600 faculty and staff in graduate-level education.

Carter earned his bachelor’s degree in physics and oceanography from the U.S. Naval Academy. He 

holds educational credentials from the 18-month-long Navy Nuclear Power School, the U.S. Air Force 

War College, the Naval War College and the Armed Forces Staff College. He is a naval flight officer with 

more than 6,300 flying hours, and has completed 2,016 carrier-arrested landings, an American record.

Carter is a Distinguished Flying Cross and Bronze Star recipient. He graduated from the Navy Fighter 

Weapons School (Top Gun) in Miramar, Calif., and was commander for the Carrier Strike Group Twelve, 

in which he commanded 20 ships, two nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and two carrier air wings that 

were deployed to Afghanistan in the Arabian Gulf.

The son of an English teacher, Carter was raised in Burrillville, R.I., a rural town in the northwest corner 

of the state. He and his wife, Lynda, currently reside in Suffolk, Va., and have two adult children.


